
STNG ::Gov signs ban on smoking in public places http://www.suntimes.com/news/metro/480121,smoke072307.articleprint

1 of 1 7/23/2007 4:00 PM

Back to regular view • Print this page

Gov signs ban on smoking in public places
(http://www.suntimes.com/news/metro/480121,smoke072307.article )

July 23, 2007

Public places in Illinois will soon be forced to go smoke-free.

Governor Rod Blagojevich today signed the Smoke-Free Illinois Act, which will ban smoking statewide in all 
public places, including bars, restaurants and work places.

The ban goes into effect January 1st and trumps most local ordinances, including those that allowed smoking 
bans to be phased in or exempted businesses with air filtration systems.

Under the law, people will still be allowed to smoke in their homes, cars, outdoors, at retail tobacco shops and in 
certain hotel or motel rooms.

Smokers who violate the law could be fined between $100 and $250. And businesses who repeatedly violate the 
law could be fined at least $2,500.
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